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Support for SOHATSU 2025 Applications
Organization for the Promotion of Strategic Research Initiatives

Key Considerations When Applying for the FOREST(SOHATSU)
Program:

« Since the application period coincides with that of KAKENHI
(Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research), some applications appear
to be only slightly modified versions of KAKENHI proposals.
However, FOREST(SOHATSU) is fundamentally different in
concept from KAKENHI and should be approached as such.

« Unlike KAKENHI, FOREST(SOHATSU) offers long-term research
support for up to seven years in principle, and up to ten years in
total. Therefore, a high level of challenge and potential for
significant societal impact are expected.

o That said, “challenge” does not mean reckless attempts without
any foundation. It is important to emphasize the grounded
aspects of your proposal that build upon your past research
experiences. The structure of the application itself reflects this;
for instance, right after the abstract, there is a section dedicated
to describing your ability to execute the project. Use this and
sections like “Appeal Points” or “Additional Information” to
thoroughly demonstrate your capabilities and problem-solving
skills, as well as the feasibility of the proposed challenge.

Advice on Panel Selection:

« You do not necessarily need to select a panel that perfectly
matches your specific field or topic. Each panel consists of
members from diverse disciplines, so it is more important to write
your proposal in a way that is understandable to those outside
your own field.

« At the same time, while clarity is important, it is also essential to
demonstrate your high level of expertise to specialists in the field.
Striking a balance between “accessibility” and “expertise” is



challenging, but being mindful of both aspects when preparing
your application is key.

« You may also consider selecting a panel with an eye toward
potential future interdisciplinary collaboration—i.e., panels
representing fields with which you aim to integrate or collaborate
going forward.



