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Before I start writing  Kakenhi application in 2017-18 

Some hesitations

• Does previous academic and funding track record matter?
• Budget- Starting with Kiban C or Kiban B or Kiban A?
• Research Field Category (Economic Theory, Economic Policy, or Agricultural 

Economy and Society)
• Proposal (in English or Japanese)
• Abstract (English or Japanese)
• With whom- I should submit as PI or Co-I or Collaborator 
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About me and my career
Born in late 1970s in marginalized rural community in Bangladesh.
1995-2000: Economics in University of Dhaka.

2001/05 – 2010/09:Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development (BARD), Comilla, known for its
Comilla approach to Rural Development.

Rural Economics, Yamaguchi University and Tottori University

2005/10 to 2010/09:

2011/01 to 2016/09 : 
BRAC (World largest NGO)

2012-2015: University of Bonn, Germany
Center For Development Research (ZEF)

2016/09 -2017/10: The University of Tokyo
2017/10-2018/11: Kyoto University
2018/12: University of Tsukuba

ASAE International 
Conference 2014
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Abhijit Banerjee, Esther Duflo and  
Michael Kremer

on
Experimental Approach in Development  

Economics

Nobel Prize in Economics in 2019

Several requirements for Field Experiments:
-Research design with coordination and consultation
among all stakeholders (esp. the investigators’ team, 
intervention team/organization, and survey 
implementer) well in-advanced
-Systematic selection of randomization units and  
random assignment of treatment and control groups
-Random selection of the survey and treatment samples
-Persistent coordination and follow-ups for quality 
treatment implementation, questionnaire design, 
and data collection
-Data cleaning, analyses, writing, etc…

!

My research Interests: 
Field experiments (RCT) in Agriculture and Development 
Economics, Natural Experiments, Econometrics and 
machine learning, Mixed Method, South/Southeast Asian 
Economics.



3. Technology adoption and food security in rural Bangladesh project
funded by International Growth Center (IGC) worked as Co-I with Asad
Islam (PI), Christopher Barrett, Marcel Fafchamps and Debayan Pakrashi.
(Feb 2014-Dec 2015, Grant amount: AUD 102,000).

4. Technology adoption and diffusion: The System of Rice Intensification 
and food security in Bangladesh project funded by IGC worked as co-PI 
with Asad Islam (PI), Christopher Barrett, Marcel Fafchamps and Debayan
Pakrashi (July 2015-June 2016, Grant amount: AUD 110,000). 

1. Impact evaluation of credit program for tenant farmers. Worked as PI 
with funding from International Initiative for Impact Evaluation (3ie) 
with Mahabub Hossain, Narayan Das and others. (August 2011-
April-2015). Grant amount: USD 0.75 million.

2. Economics of Micro Credit Intervention for the tenant farmers. 
Worked with Yasuyuki Sawada under JSPS Postdoctoral Fellowship 
Program. Grant (Kakenhi No. 16F16311). (2016/10~2017/09). 
Amount: JYEN 2.9 million. 

Report, Blog,
AJAE (2022), 
JDE  and WBER 
(2021)

Reports, media 
reports, Blog, 
AJAE (2019, 2020)
JDA (2019)
Two more in progress

Previous track record (~2017): Ended with successful achievements  
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5. Improving educational outcomes of disadvantaged school students: Evaluation (RCT) of BRAC 
Chatrabondhu Programme-A project funded by DFAT worked with a project team (PI for Bangladesh study 
team) at Monash University (Asad Islam, Choon Wang and Sakiba Tasneem) (Aug 2014-July 2016), Grant 
amount: AUD 80,000. 
Output: Working paper. Under review at American Economic Journal: Economic Policy

6. AG‐WATSAN Nexus (RCT) Study Project funded by BMGF. Involved in a project team at ZEF, Bonn 
with Joachim von Braun and Nicolas Gerber and PI for the Bangladesh study team. (April 2014-Dec 2015). 
Grant amount: EURO 43,200.

Output: Discussion paper, blog, etc. 

7. Technology (ex‐ante) assessment and farm household segmentation for inclusive poverty reduction and 
sustainable growth in agriculture (TIGA) project funded by BMGF. Involved in project team at ZEF, Bonn 
with Joachim von Braun and Franz W. Gatzweiler and PI for Bangladesh study team. (May 2012-Dec 2014) 
Grant amount: USD 105,500. 
Output: Book chapters, working paper, manual and peer-reviewed Elsevier Journal (Technology in Society)

Previous track record (~2017): Ended with successful achievements (!!!)   
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Previous track record (~2017): Personal SWOT Analyses

Strength:

-I think, I am good at research idea 
generation and implementation
(Field experiment and survey) research
-Maybe I am good to bring 
collaborators

Weakness:

-I am not good at writing and 
econometrics analyes

Opportunities:

-Working with several well-known 
researchers/institutions

Threat

-Not good at the Japanese language
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My application in 2017-18
(Kiban C: succeeded but could not utilize the fund)

ベンガルの⼩規模農家⾏動の経済合理性の再検討：稲作技術⾰新をめぐるミクロ経済
分析 (with Professor Nobuhiko Fuwa, The University of Tokyo as PI and Professor Chieko 
Umetsu, Kyoto University as Co-I and me as Collaborator)

-Taking my SRI research from Bangladesh and Professor Fuwa`s research on West Bengal, India
-I wrote my part in English, PI Professor Fuwa finalized the proposal in Japanese.

Funding decision came in 2018/04, but PI passed away at Feb 16 2018. 
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My application in 
2018-19
(Kiban C as PI and 
Chieko Umetsu and 
Kazushi Takahashi 
as Co-Is, and Chris 
Barrett and Asad
Islam as 
Collaborators: 
Not succeded)

Overall Ranking A
(In Top 20%)

Scores:
1) Academic Importance
2) Validity of Research 

Method
3) Ability to Conduct 

Research method and 
appropriateness of 
research environment
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First application: 
The long-run effects of technology adoption on productivity, resilience, and growth.

Kiban B: me as PI and Chieko Umetsu as Co-I, and Chris Barrett and Asad Islam as 
Collaborators: Not succeded

My application in 2019-20- Two applications

Second application: 
なぜ一見有望な農業技術が広まらないか？大規模ランダム化比較試験からの知見
Why isn't the seemingly promising agricultural technology widespread? Findings from large 
randomized controlled trials

Kiban A: me as Co-I with Kazushi Takahashi (GRIPS) as PI and others as Co-Is (Yuko 
Nakano/University of Tsukuba, Yoko Kijima/GRIPS and Yukichi Mano/Hitotsubashi University): 
Succeeded
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My application in 2020-21
Kiban b: me as PI 
with others as Co-Is (Kazushi Takahashi/GRIPS, Yuko Nakano/University of Tsukuba, 
Yoko Kijima/GRIPS and Yukichi Mano/Hitotsubashi University): Not Succeeded

Overall Ranking A
(In Top 20%)
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My application in 2020-21
Kiban b: me as PI 
with others as Co-Is (Kazushi Takahashi/GRIPS, Yuko Nakano/U of Tsukuba, Yoko Kijima/GRIPS 
and Yukichi Mano/Hitotsubashi University): Not Succeeded

a. On academic importance
Is it an important research topic that should be promoted from an academic point of view? 
・Are the academic "questions" that form the core of the research subject clear, and are academic uniqueness and creativity recognized?
・ Is the background to the idea of the research plan, related domestic and overseas research trends, and the position of the research clear?
・ Is it possible to expect a ripple effect on a wider range of academic fields, science, and technology, or society by carrying out this research 
project?

b. Validity of res method
・Are the research methods concrete and appropriate to achieve the research objectives? Also, are the research expenses consistent with the 
research plan?
・Is the preparation status appropriate for achieving the research objectives?

c. Ability and research environment
Do you have sufficient ability to carry out your research plan in view of your research activities so far? 
・ Is the research environment in places, such as research facilities, equipment, and research materials necessary for carrying out the research 
plan? 13



My application in 2021-22
Kiban b: me as PI 
with others as Co-Is (Kazushi Takahashi/GRIPS, Yuko Nakano/UTsukuba, Yoko Kijima/GRIPS and 
Yukichi Mano/Hitotsubashi University): Succeeded

The proposal (not succeeded in the previous year) with some revisions was submitted.

Let`s see some comparisons:
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Submission/success with Non-Kakenhi/Side job Projects (2017-2022)

• Kyoto University Hakubi Project to Foster and Support Young Researchers
• Research Institute for Humanity and Nature (RIHN)
• Waseda Institute for Advanced Study 
• Grant-in-Aid for Early-Career Scientists
• The Supporting Program for Interaction-Based Initiative Team Studies  at Kyoto 

University AWARD YEAR 2018 (SPIRITS 2018)
• Swedish Research Council on Development Research
• USAID Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Markets, Risk and Resilience
• Challenges and Opportunities of Population Aging in Asia: Improving Data and 

Analysis for Healthy and Productive Aging (ADB TA-6556 REG). 2021/03~08). 
• Impacts of Covid 19 on Rural Households in Bangladesh. Funded by ADBI 

(2020/04-2021/03).
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Let`s sum-up (based on my experiences)
• Conduct your personal SWOT analyses and set your strategies accordingly

• Collaborate with Japanese Investigators as much as possible across the fields/Universities/Research 
Centers

• Don’t be concerned about writing the proposal in the Japanese language if you are not fully proficient 
instead write in good English

• Write/discuss your brief  ideas with potential investigators and international collaborators well in-advanced 
and decide your team

• Let's decide your category and field, and check the format well in-advanced

• Share your proposal as per the format with the team of investigators well in-advanced, get feedback,  revise 
and decide your role (as PI/Co-I) in consultation with your team

• Please continue submission to JSPS or other sources every year and revise based on the reviewer’s 
feedback for the following year.

• Final remarks: Only excellent proposals will get the funding, so prepare yourself efficiently.  
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Thank you very much 
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