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Major Scientific Interests of the Group

We have particular interest in the elucidation of
neural circuits and mechanisms that play an
essential role in regulating homeostatic processes
and various animal behavior patterns, including
many of our most basic functions, such as eating,
drinking, reacting to fear and pleasure, sleeping and
forming memories.

Projects for Regular Students in Doctoral or
Master’s Programs

1)Decipher physiological roles of neuropeptides
2)Delineating the neuronal circuits that regulate
emotion, arousal, and sleep/wakefulness states.

Applications and Prospects

@We are also seeking a possibility to collaborate with industries in the development of novel therapeutic drugs for sleep

disorders, as well as drugs that induce hibernation-like states in non-hibernating animals including humans.
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Study Programs for Short Stay Students (one

week — one trimester)

1)Learning basic techniques about
opto/pharmacogenetics

2)Neuronal circuit tracings using viral vectors
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